
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to St Thomas’ CE Academy 

 

 

 

“Growing, Learning and Shining together with God” 

 

 



 

 

  

School details 

 

Mattox Road, 

Wednesfield, 

Wolverhampton, 

WV11 3TG 

 

Telephone: 01902 558963 

Email: info@stthomasceacademy.com 

Website: www.stthomasceacademy.com 

Twitter page: @StThomasCofEPrimary 

 

 

Headteacher: Mrs Fiona Beardsley 

 

Early Years Lead: Mrs Emma Beards 

KS1 Lead: Miss Laura Johnston 

KS2 Lead: Miss Cheryl Short 

SENCo: Mrs Amanda Grove 

Chair of Governors: Mrs Helena Smith 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am delighted to welcome you to our school, St Thomas’ CE Academy. I became Headteacher at St 

Thomas’ in September 2022 and I am incredibly proud to lead our wonderful school. We are a one-form 

entry primary school situated in Wednesfield in Wolverhampton and we are proud to be part of Manor 

Multi-Academy Trust. We have the capacity for 210 children from Reception through to Year 6. Our 

whole school building was refurbished in July 2020 ensuring that our learning environments are bright 

and engaging. In addition to our seven classrooms, we also have a school library, a learning hub, an 

outdoor learning environment for our reception children, two large playgrounds, a school field and a forest 

school area which we are hoping to develop further during this year. 

 

As a Church of England school, we have a close relationship with our local church, St Thomas’. Our 

Christian faith is important to us, and our Christian values are the basis of all that we do in school. One 

of our key Christian values is respect for others, and we show this by welcoming children from all faith 

backgrounds. We encourage our children to develop within the faiths and beliefs of their own families. 

 

We aim for parents and school to forge a strong partnership so that we are all working together to ensure 

that children at St Thomas’ receive the very best education. We are looking forward to getting to know you 

and your child as they start their journey with us. You will always see me at the start and end of each 

day at the school gate so do make sure that you come and say ‘hello’.  

 

Mrs Beardsley, Headteacher  



  

About our school – our vision and our values  

Our school vision is ‘Growing, Learning and Shining together with God’ and this shapes the curriculum 

that our children experience during their school life at St Thomas’. 

 

Growing together with God…. our learning stars, affectionately known as the ‘St Thomas’ 10’ are the 

learning behaviours that we aim for our children to grow and develop throughout their time with us. 

 

 

Learning together with God….     Shining together with God…. 

our curriculum drivers are known as the Ds.   Our six Christian values resonate 

Throughout the curriculum, children will    throughout all aspects of school life. 

Dive, Discuss, Discover, Delve, Develop, Design,    

Draft and Demonstrate their Learning. 

 



 

  

Our school day 

 

Our school gates open at 8.40am each morning with all children expected to be in class ready for their 

daily register by 8.50am. Our school day ends at 3.20pm when our school gates re-open for home time. 

Children have a 15-minute playtime each morning and a lunchtime of 1 hour that includes time to eat 

lunch and play outside. 

 

Our curriculum 

 

The learning in our Reception class is based on the Early Years Framework and includes the following seven 

areas of learning: 

Communication and Language 

Physical Development 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Literacy and Mathematics 

Understanding the World 

Expressive arts and design 

  

The learning in Years 1 – 6 is based on the National Curriculum. Children have the following discrete 

lessons throughout each term: 

English (including reading, writing, spelling and phonics) 

Mathematics 

Science 

R.E. 

P.E. 

Geography 

History  

Art 

D.T. 

Computing 

French (in KS2) 

 



  

 

Collective worship 

 

As a Church of England school, collective worship is an important part of our day – throughout each 

week, collective worship will be led by school staff, church representatives and sometimes by the children 

themselves. Each collective worship enables children to learn, reflect and respond to the given theme.  

Our Monday Praise Assembly is a celebration of children’s learning throughout the week including 

certificates being awarded for: Learning Stars award, Christian Values award, recognition for the highest 

attending class and the winning house for the week. 

 

Provision for children with SEND 

 

Children identified as having additional needs have their needs met through reasonable adjustments being 

made and a range of additional to and different from strategies being in place. Children will receive a 

combination of in-class support and additional interventions. We also have a Learning Hub. Full 

information about our SEND offer can be found on our school website. Mrs Grove, our SENCo, supports 

our teachers to provide the appropriate provision for our children.  

 

Keeping our children safe 

 

Our designated safeguarding lead is our Headteacher and our deputy safeguarding leads are Mrs Grove 

and Miss Short. If you have any concerns about safeguarding in school, then do not hesitate to contact us. 

We have systems in place within school to ensure that any concerns about a child are responded to 

promptly and appropriately.  

All staff and governors who work within our school have a DBS check to ensure that they are suitable to 

work with children. Staff receive regular safeguarding training and updates from senior leaders in school 

and all safeguarding leads have received an appropriate level of training. 

 

 

 



  

School lunches 

 

Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are eligible for free universal school meals however they can also 

choose to bring in a packed lunch if they wish. Children in KS2 (Years 3 – 6) may be eligible for free 

school meals depending on family income. Children in KS2 who are not eligible for free school meals can 

pay for their school lunches at a cost of £2.30 per day. 

School meals are cooked in our school kitchen by our catering staff provided by Shires. Weekly menus are 

provided on our school website. 

 

Before and after school club 

 

Our before school club is run by our own staff and starts from 7.30am to the start of the school day. 

Our after-school club is run by school staff and runs from the end of the school day through to 5pm. All 

Parents/Carers are required to complete a registration form if they wish their child to attend. There is no 

charge for registering. All payments and bookings are to be made in advance via the school App MCAS 

(My Child at School).  

The session costs are as follows: 

Before school club: £4 

After school club until 4pm: £4 

After school club until 5pm: £6 

 

Communication with school 

 

We encourage our parents to have regular communication with their child’s class teacher so that we 

ensure that school and home are working closely together. As a parent, your first point of call for any 

communication about your child is the class teacher. Class teachers are available for brief conversations at 

the start and end of each day however we recommend contacting the school office to arrange an 

appointment if a longer conversation is needed. 

 

Parent partnership 

 

Parents will be invited to a Parents evening during the Autumn term and the Spring term to discuss their 

child’s attainment, progress and their behaviour in school.  

 

 

 



Pupil voice 

 

At St. Thomas’ the voice of pupils is important to us. We have a range of children’s roles and 

responsibilities across school that children can apply for so that children can play an active role in making 

St. Thomas’ the best school that it can be. These roles include librarians, gardeners, environmental 

ambassadors, worship leaders, community ambassadors and our pupil leadership team. Our pupil leadership 

team has a particularly significant role to play in supporting leaders to make decisions about our school. 

 

 

School uniform 

Winter Uniform: 

Red Jumper or Cardigan – They are available to order from school via the School App (MCAS) if you 
wish to purchase one with the School logo. Some children also choose to wear plain knitwear which can be 
purchased from high street chain stores.  

Grey /red striped tie – Available to order and purchase via the School App.  

White Shirt with collar – long or short sleeved. 

Grey tunic or skirt / short or long grey trousers for both boys and girls 

Girls wear grey tights or long white socks. Boys wear long grey socks. 

 

Summer uniform: 

Boys and girls can wear white or red polo shirts. If parents wish to have one with the School logo these are 
also available to purchase via the School App (MCAS) 

Girls can wear summer dresses – red /white stripe or checked available from High Street stores. 

Shoes – In the Winter all children wear black shoes – no trainers or boots thank you. 

In the Summer children wear sensible white /red or black sandals. 

 

 

 



  

Healthy schools 

 

We encourage all children to have a healthy diet at St Thomas’. Children in Reception and KS1 are 

provided with fruit and do not need to bring a mid-morning snack. Children are encouraged to bring 

water in a plastic bottle from home so that they can have a drink throughout the day. Children in KS2 

are asked to bring in a healthy snack for mid-morning break e.g. fruit, a healthy cereal bar. We thank 

parents for your support with this.  

 

Milk 

 

Semi-skilled milk is available for children at a cost of £12 per term. Milk is free for children who are 

eligible for free school meals and for children who are under 5 up until the term of their 5th birthday. 

 

Educational visits 

 

Visits out of school, or hosting visitors within school, provide many rich learning experiences for our 

children. We aim to plan these visits throughout the year so that they support and enhance classroom 

learning. Each trip will be costed on an individual basis and parents will be informed of this well in 

advance of the trip taking place. 

 

School clubs 

 

At St Thomas’ we offer a range of extra-curricular school clubs either after school or at lunchtime. A list 

of clubs are shared at the start of each term for children to select from – places are limited but we hope 

that all children get the chance to attend their first choice club at some point throughout the year. Soccer 

2000 coaches also run an after-school club once a week. 

. 

 

Homework 

At St. Thomas’ we encourage parents of children in Reception through to Year 6 to read daily with their 

children as this can have a significant impact on the progress that children make. At the start of the 

academic year, class teachers will share with parents an overview of the homework – this may include 

spellings, times tables practice or learning linked to the wider curriculum. We ask that parents fully 

support their children in completing homework that is given and returned to school on time. 

 

 



 

 

Manor Multi Academy Trust 

St Thomas’ CE Academy are proud to be part of Manor Multi Academy 

Trust along with eight other schools: East Park Academy, Manor Primary 

School, Hill Avenue Academy and St. Alban’s CE Academy in 

Wolverhampton, Foxyards Academy in Dudley, Hateley Heath Academy in 

Sandwell and Foley Infant Academy and Brindley Heath Junior Academy in 

Kinver. Throughout the school year, our school collaborates with other schools 

across our MAT to support each other in developing the best education for 

our children. There also opportunities for some of our children to visit other 

schools too. 

 

 

Term Dates 2022/23 

Autumn Term 2022/23 

• Term Time: Wednesday 31st August 2022- Friday 14th October 22 (3 additional days) 

Mat Teacher Day Wednesday 31st August 

• Half Term: Monday 17th October 2022 – Friday 28th October 2022 (two-week half term) 

• Term Time: Monday 31st October 2022 to Monday 19th December 2022 

Spring Term 2023 

• Term Time: Tuesday 3rd January 2023 – Friday 17th February 2023 

• Half Term: Monday 20th February 2023 – Friday 24th February 2023 

• Term Time: Monday 27th February 2023 – Friday 31st March 2023 

Summer Term 2023 

• Term Time: Monday 17th April – Friday 26th May 2023 

• Half Term: Monday 29th May 2023 – Friday 2nd June 2023 

• Term Time: Monday 5th June 2023 – Wednesday 26th July 2023 

May Day Bank Holiday Monday 1st May 

 

The last school day is Monday 24th July 2023 , the final two days of term are teacher 
training days. 

 

 

  


